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an advantageous position on a hilltop, but the
enemy had retired only a quarter of a mile and were
supported by the complete system of fortifications
which protected Santiago. The American losses
totaled fifteen hundred, a number just about made
good at this moment by the arrival of General
Duffield's brigade, which had followed the main
expedition. The number of the Spanish force,
which was unknown to the Americans, was in-
creased on the 3d of July by the arrival of a relief
expedition under Colonel Escario, with about four
thousand men whom the insurgent forces had failed
to meet and block, as had been planned.

On the 3d of July there was desultory fighting,
and on the 3d, General Shafter telegraphed to the
Secretary of War that he was considering the with-
drawal of his troops to a strong position, about five
miles in the rear. The Secretary immediately re-
plied: "Of course you can judge the situation bet-
ter than we can at this end of the line. If, however,
you could hold your present position, especially San
Juan Heights, the effect upon the country would
be much better than falling back."

The Spanish commanders, however, did not
share General Shafter's view as to the danger in-
volving the Americans. Both Admiral Cervera